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The Biography of a Baby. By Milicent Washburn Shinn. Boston and New 
York: Houghton, Mifflin & Company. 1900. Pages, 247. Price, $1.50. 

Miss Shinn's popular yet accurate exposition departs considerably from the 
purely scientific type of child-studies, and it will therefore appeal to a wide and 
highly appreciative public, which has hitherto been as good as debarred from par- 
ticipating in the results of the technical work of this department of psychology. It 
is briefly, simply, and graphically written, from a distinctively human and femi- 
nine, as well as scientific, point of view, and may be recommended as giving an 
intelligent and practical account of the general meaning and aims of modern baby- 
study. 

Not to mention the little essay of Professor Tiedemann, published in the last 
century, the brief studies of Darwin (1840) and of Taine, the following records of 
infant-development are now accessible to students : Preyer's book (recently in a 
new posthumous fifth German edition, and also in an English translation by 
Brown); Professor Sully's Extracts from a Father's Diary (1 881-1896); Dr. 
Perez's and Professor Baldwin's studies ; Miss Shinn's Notes on the Development 
of a Child (1893-1899), also the present work (1900); Mrs. Hall's First Five Hun- 
dred Days of a Child's Life (1896); Mrs. Moore's Mental Development of a 
Child; and Mrs. Hogan's Study of a Child (1898); — these exclusive of the many 
essays and discussions based on unpublished notes and records, for a list of which 
the reader may be referred to the successive issues of the Psychological Index 
(Macmillan). 

As for Miss Shinn's present work, it may be characterised in her own words: 

"I did not undertake the task," she says, "for any scientific purpose, fori 
did not feel competent to make observations of scientific value. But I had for 
years desired an opportunity to see the wonderful unfolding of human powers out 
of the limp helplessness of the new-born baby ; to watch this fascinating drama of 
evolution daily, minutely, and with an effort to understand it as far as I could, for 
my own pleasure and information. I scarcely know whence the suggestion had 
come ; probably almost by inheritance, for my mother and grandmother had both 
been in somewhat notable degree observers of the development of babies' minds. 
But, unlike them, I had the note-book habit from college and editorial days, and 
jotted things down as I watched, till quite unexpectedly I found myself in posses- 
sion of a large mass of data. 

' ' A few days after my own notes began I obtained Professor Preyer's record, 
and without it I should have found the earliest weeks quite unintelligible. For 
some months my notes were largely memoranda of the likenesses and differences 
between my niece's development and that of Preyer's boy, and I still think this is 
the best way for a new observer to get started. As time went on, I departed more 
and more from the lines of Preyer's observations, and after the first year was little 
influenced by them. Later, I devoted a good deal of study to the notes, and tried 
to analyse their scientific results." 
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The titles of the main headings of the discussions are : The New-born Baby: 
Structure and Movements ; The New-born Baby : Sensations and Consciousness; 
The Earliest Developments ; Beginnings of Emotion and Progress in Sense Powers; 
Progress Toward Grasping ; She Learns to Grasp, and Discovers the World of 
Things ; The Era of Handling Things ; The Dawn of Intelligence ; Beginnings of 
Locomotion; Creeping and Standing; Rudiments of Speech; Climbing and Pro- 
gress Toward Walking ; Walking Alone ; Developing Intelligence. 

Thb Upanishads with Sankara's Commentary. Translated into English by sev- 
eral Indian scholars. 1898, 1899. Madras: V. C Seshacharri. 4 vols, so 
far published. Price, one volume, paper, 1. 00-1.80 Rs. 

Since Schopenhauer made the confession that the Upanishad philosophy was 
the solace of his life as well as of his death, this system has found an increasing 
number of supporters among the best Western minds ; and as a result the signifi- 
cance of Indian thought in general is making itself more and more felt. Historians 
of philosophy are no longer satisfied with recording ancient Greek speculations or 
simply Mediaeval Scholastic discussions ; they are now endeavoring to find con- 
necting links between the Occidental and the Oriental fountain-heads of thought, 
as in the case of Professor Garbe who is working to establish an historical relation 
between the Samkhya and the Pythagorean systems. Even apart from this his- 
torical interest, Indian philosophy offers us a very fruitful subject of investigation, 
as not a few thinkers are now busying themselves with a view to having it unified 
with Occidental thought, which is to a great extent saturated with the ' ' Jewish su- 
perstitions. " For these reasons we should welcome any publication that will help 
us to understand thoroughly the grand principle of Advaitism. 

Advaitism is by no means an exclusive tenet of the Vedanta ; Mahayana Bud- 
dhism has also a rightful claim to it. But Sankara's wise allusion to the Upani- 
shads whenever it is found convenient to utilise this ancient traditional philosophy, 
has been one of the principal means of bringing the Vedantic literature before the 
eyes of Western scholars. Whatever the case may be, the study of this "boldest 
and truest synthesis in the whole history of philosophy " (Max Muller) cannot be 
dispensed with. 

With this view, V. C Seshacharri, Madras, has undertaken lately the serial 
publication of an English translation by native Indian scholars of several of the 
principal Upanishads with Sankara's commentary, which is thought by Deussen to 
be "equal in rank to Plato and Kant." The Upanishads so far published are those 
which are already in our possession through the efforts of Max Muller, Deussen, and 
other scholars, viz.: fsa, Jfena, Mundaka, Chandogya, Katha, and Prasna. But 
the present translation comprises not only the texts themselves with the Sanskrit 
original, but also a detailed commentary by Sankara, the founder of the Vedanta 
philosophy. The series will undoubtedly afford a great opportunity to the English 
reader who is desirous of knowing something about the magnificent Indian intel- 



